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Pharmacy Technician State Certification 
Requirements

As of January 1, 2005, requirements for state certification are:
1.	 Document a high school diploma or the equivalent.
2.	 Complete a formal academic training program that includes:

(a)	 introduction to pharmacy and health care systems;
(b)	 pharmacy law and ethics;
(c)	 pharmacy calculations;
(d)	 pharmacology;

(1)	Anatomy and physiology;
(2)	Therapeutic agents;
(3)	Non-prescription drugs;

(e)	 pharmacy operations;
(1)	drug distribution systems;
(2)	records management and inventory control;
(3)	ambulatory and institutional practice;

(f)	 compounding;
(1)	aseptic technique;
(2)	nonsterile compounding;

(g)	 general education;
(1)	medical terminology;
(2)	interpersonal relations;
(3)	communications;
(4)	computers/keyboarding;

(h)	 problem solving/critical thinking;
(i)	 experiential training (practical experience).

Note: A certificate, diploma, or degree from a formal academic 
pharmacy technician training program accredited by [American 
Society of Health-System Pharmacists] ASHP fulfills these 
requirements.
3.	 Pass the Pharmacy Technician Certification Board (PTCB) 

exam.
4.	 Complete an Affidavit of Experience certifying completion of 

1,000 hours of practice (in additional to the experiential training 
component of education) under the supervision of a licensed 
pharmacist.
Note: In South Carolina can only a registered pharmacy 

technician gain such experience.
2007 Pharmacist Renewal Notices are Coming 
Soon!

The 2007 renewal notices will be mailed to you on or about 
March 1. We have enhanced our online renewal system to make it 
easier and more convenient for you to renew your license. You will 

be mailed a renewal notice with a user ID and a password that will 
allow you to access the online renewal Web site. If you choose not 
to renew online, you can request a renewal form from the South 
Carolina Department of Labor, Licensing, and Regulation – Board 
of Pharmacy and renew by mailing the completed form and proper 
fees to the Board. Applications submitted for renewal on or after 
April 1, 2007, must meet the renewal requirements, contain the 
appropriate fees, and a penalty of $50 must be assessed. Applicants 
shall sign a pre-licensing agreement certifying that their license 
is subject to the right to impose sanction for unlicensed practice 
pursuant to §40-1-110 and §40-43-110(D). The following windows 
of time will be subject to additional penalties as listed below.

May 1-15, 2007.............................................. Additional $100
May 16-31, 2007............................................ Additional $150
June 1-15, 2007.............................................. Additional $200
June 16-30, 2007............................................ Additional $250
After July 1, 2007..................... Disciplinary Proceedings before
	 the full Board of Pharmacy 

Continuing Education for Pharmacist Renewals
In order to renew online you must indicate that you have 

completed the required 15 hours of continuing education (CE) 
(six hours must be live). You cannot renew until you have 
completed the CE requirements. After renewals are processed, 
a random CE audit will be conducted. If you are selected 
for the audit, please respond promptly. Disciplinary action 
will be taken if you cannot show that you completed the CE 
requirements or if the required CE are dated after your renewal 
is received in our office. 
2007 Board of Pharmacy Meeting Dates

The South Carolina Board of Pharmacy will meet on the 
following dates:

March 14, 2007		  September 19-20, 2007
June 20-21, 2007		  November 14, 2007
All meetings, except for the June 20-21, 2007 meeting, will be 

held at the Board’s office located in the Synergy Business Park, 
Kingstree Building, 110 Centerview Drive, Columbia, SC. The 
June 20-21, 2007 meeting will be held in Myrtle Beach, SC, at a 
location to be determined. 
Pharmacy Technician Renewals on the Horizon

The 2007 renewal notices will be mailed to you on or about 
May 1. We have enhanced our online renewal system to make it 
easier and more convenient for you to renew your registration. You 
will be mailed a renewal notice with a user ID and a password 
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that will allow you to access the online renewal Web site. If you 
are a state certified pharmacy technician, you must mail a copy 
of your current National Certificate (from PTCB) to the Board. If 
you choose not to renew online, you can request a renewal form 
from the Board and renew by mailing the completed form and 
proper fees to the Board. Applications need to be received in the 
Board office by June 1, 2007. Pharmacy technicians who do not 
renew prior to June 30, 2007, will be assessed penalties and shall 
not work as pharmacy technicians until a 2007-2008 registration 
is in hand or disciplinary action may result. 
CE Reporting for Pharmacy Technicians

In order to renew online you must indicate that you have 
completed the required 10 hours of CE (four hours must be 
live). You cannot renew until you have completed the CE 
requirements. After renewals are processed, a random CE audit 
will be conducted. If you are selected for the audit, please respond 
promptly. Disciplinary action will be taken if you cannot show 
that you have completed the CE requirements or if the required 
CE are dated after your renewal is received in our office. 
Compliance Tip

The Board of Pharmacy’s inspectors would like to make the 
following recommendations to ensure compliance with the laws 
and regulations that govern the practice of pharmacy.	
	It has been brought to our attention that Food and Drug 

Administration (FDA) inspectors have been visiting pharmacies 
checking on drug recalls to make sure that the recalled products 
have been removed from active stock and handled appropriately. 
FDA has found that many stores do not keep a file of recall 
notifications. This is not required and if FDA does not find 
a recalled product in your pharmacy, there is no violation. 
However, if a patient made a claim against your pharmacy 
stating that a recalled product was dispensed after the recall, 
it would be beneficial to have documentation (ie, log, file) 
showing that none of the lot numbers were found, and/or if 
recalled lot numbers were found, that the recalled product was 
returned as specified.

	It has been brought to the Board’s attention that some third-
party insurance plans are sending contracts stating that 
pharmacists use pharmaceutically equivalent products instead 
of bioequivalent or therapeutic equivalent products in regard to 

generic substitution. Please be aware that this could be handled 
in two ways: “pharmaceutically” should be stricken through on 
the contract and insert “therapeutic” or the phrase “as mandated 
or allowed by law.”

	Beware of the dangers associated with forming business 
affiliations or partnerships with Web-based companies that 
attempt to legitimize prescriptions by way of utilization of a 
duly licensed pharmacy for labeling and supplying medications. 
Partnerships are typically offered to independent pharmacies 
as an incentive to increase their volume and profit base by 
filling prescriptions provided via fax transmissions from the 
Web-based company. There have been violations in which 
medications were dispensed and upon investigation the 
prescriptions issued did not fulfill the legal requirements of the 
South Carolina Pharmacy Practice Act. 
According to §40-43-30 (47) of the South Carolina Pharmacy 

Practice Act, a prescription drug order is defined as “a lawful order 
from a practitioner for a drug or device for a specific patient, 
issued for a legitimate medical purpose within the prescriber’s 
course of legitimate practice and including orders derived from 
collaborative pharmacy practice.” Section 40-43-86 (F) (4) 
further states that “the pharmacist shall exercise professional 
judgment regarding the accuracy or authenticity of the transmitted 
prescription drug order consistent with existing federal or state 
laws and regulations.” Therefore, do not be deceived or coerced 
into participating with a Web-based company without contacting 
the South Carolina Board of Pharmacy to assist with verification 
and the legality of the site.


