Published to promote voluntary compliance of pharmacy and drug law.

Board Appointments

We are pleased to announce that Governor Brad Henry has ap-
pointed two Oklahoma State Board of Pharmacy members to continue
their service for the state of Oklahoma and the profession of pharmacy.
Diana Hampton, MD, of Edmond, OK, was appointed to serve as the
public member of the Board coterminous with the governor until 2011.
Bill Osborn, DPh, of Miami, OK, was appointed and confrmed by the
Senate to serve a term of fve (5) years until June 30, 2012.

Board Meeting — April 18, 2007

Disciplinary Action

Pamela D. Barron, Tech #8814 — Case No. 807: Charges: Theft of
merchandise and possession of a controlled dangerous substance (CDS)
without a valid prescription. Permit revoked.

Adriana Carrasco, Tech #10142 — Case No. 814: Charges: Posses-
sion of a CDS without a valid prescription and abuse of alcohol or
drugs, using an illegal CDS substance, and/or testing positive for such
substance or its metabolite. Permit revoked.

Carla C. Dowd, Tech #9331 — Case No. 808: Charges: Theft of mer-
chandise. Permit revoked.

Marisela Guerrero, Tech #9531 — Case No. 809: Charges: Abuse of
alcohol or drugs, using anillegal CDS substance, and/or testing positive
for such substance or its metabolite; theft of merchandise; possession
of a CDS without a valid prescription and possessing with intent to
manufacture, distribute, or dispense a CDS. Permit revoked.

Jeremy Sizemore, Tech #7488 — Case 805: Charges: Possession of a
CDS without a valid prescription; obtaining or attempting to obtain a
CDS by fraud; forging or increasing the quantity of drug in a prescrip-
tion and Fling a report or records, which the registrant knows to be
false. Permit revoked.

The Board took action in two (2) impaired cases:

Case 590-A— DPh #11238, respondent requested probation of his phar-
macist license. He was granted an intern license for one year. He must
complete at least 1,000 hours and follow all Oklahoma Pharmacists
Helping Pharmacists (OPHP) recommendations. The Board director
may approve the reinstatement of his pharmacist license after comple-
tion of internship and recommendation of OPHP. If approved, suspen-
sion will be stayed and placed on probation until March 28, 2011.

Case 512 — DPh #11277, probation of respondent’s pharmacist license
was removed. He must satisfactorily complete his OPHP contract.

From the Inspectors:

@ Suboxone®: This drug is used for “detox” and the physician must
have special training and a Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA)
number with “X” if prescribing for detox. Some physicians may pre-
scribe for an “off-label” use of Suboxone, ie, for treatment of pain. It
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is suggested that pharmacists that Fll these “off-label” prescriptions
should request the “X” number from the physician, and if he or she
does not have one, then document the reason for prescribing the
drug.

¢ CDS Logbook: \When a pharmacy is using a logbook as part of its
automated method to maintain original and refll information on CDS,
the pharmacist must sign the logbook each day. The inspectors are fre-
quently seeing that pharmacists are not signing the logbook each day.
Most pharmacies keep the logbook out of the sight of the pharmacist.
If it is out of sight, then it is out of mind. Keep the loghook where the
pharmacist can see it during his or her daily routine, or post signs in
the pharmacy as a reminder for the pharmacist to sign the logbook.

Pediatric Use of Methadone

Leslie Patatanian, PharmD, DPh, clinical pharmacy specialist at In-
tegris Medical Center, shared a letter with the Board from DEA stating
that infants and children suffering Infant Abstinence Syndrome (IAS)
do not fall under the Narcotic Addict Treatment Act. Therefore, they are
not subject to the same rules and regulations that apply to adult narcotic
addicts. The Center for Substance Abuse Treatment is the agency respon-
sible for addressing issues surrounding this type of treatment. You may
make inquiries through its \Web site at www.csat.samhsa.gov. Pharmacies
receiving methadone prescriptions for treating pediatric patients with
iatrogenic narcotic dependence may legally Fll them.

Fifty-year Gold Certificates Issued

The following individuals have been issued gold certifcates in recog-
nition for the distinction of having been a licensed pharmacist in Okla-
homa for 50 years. The Oklahoma State Board of Pharmacy recognizes
these pharmacists and gratefully acknowledges their years of contribution
to the pharmacy profession. These individuals may take great pride in
being part of such an honorable profession for so long.

1957-2007: Mona Lou Albertson; David N. Allen; Jerry Ammer-
man; Sam H. Arnold, Jr; Richard L. Babb; Dwain H. Boothe; Harlene
S. Chastka; Jack L. Coffey; Oral D. Copeland; Ercil W. George; Vern A.
Harris; Robert M. Herod; L. D. Hoover, Jr; Donald S. Klein; William M.
Mashburn; Stanley Metlitz; William L. Newman; Bryan Potter; John B.
Roper; Ellis B. Sanders; Donald C. Slack; John R. Smotherman; Bobby
G. Swayden; Thomas G. Teague; and William Allen Williams.

Licensee/Registrant Statistics
As of May 31, 2007

Pharmacists
Total Pharmacists Licensed in Oklahoma.............ccceouc..... 5,107
By Residence
LIVING IN-SEALE......ceueerreeeeeieeeeeeet ettt seesesesesneens 3,600
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also in Oregon. The drug was sent to a Portland, OR, clinic by
ApothéCure, Inc, a Dallas, TX-based compounding pharmacy
that distributes its drugs throughout the country. The two
patients who died had received injections of colchicine as a
treatment for back pain. Lab tests revealed that the colchicine
administered in the two deaths had a potency of 4 mg/ml,
rather than the 0.5 mg/ml stated on labels. According to Gary
A. Schnabel, executive director of the Oregon State Board of
Pharmacy, ApothéCure, a licensed Texas pharmacy, may be
operating as a manufacturer. Both the Oregon Board and the
Texas State Board of Pharmacy have opened investigations
into the incident. The Texas Board advised ApothéCure to
stop making colchicine; the company agreed, the Portland
Tribune reported. On May 2, FDA announced the recall of all
strengths, sizes, and lots of injectable colchicine compounded
and sold by ApothéCure within the last year. The FDA
MedWatch Safety summary on this issue is available at
www.fda.gov/medwatch/safety/2007/safety07.htm#Colchicine.

New Podcasts Provide Emerging Drug Safety
Information

FDA recently supplemented its print- and Web-based public
health advisories with the launch of an audio broadcast service
providing emerging drug safety information. The broadcasts,
commonly known as podcasts, can be transmitted to personal
computers and personal audio players. The service is part of
FDA’s ongoing effort to broaden and speed its communications
on the safety of marketed medications when unexpected adverse
events are reported to FDA. Since FDA launched the service in
February 2007, broadcasts have addressed the potential hazards

of local anesthetics used in hair removal; the voluntary market
withdrawals of drugs to treat the symptoms of Parkinson’s disease
and irritable bowel syndrome; and serious adverse events associ-
ated with agents that reduce the need for blood transfusions in
cancer patients. The broadcasts are available on the FDA Web site
at www.fda.gov/cder/drug/podcast/default.htm.

Prevent Tragedles Caused by Syringe Tip Caps

This column was prepared by the Institute
for Safe Medication Practices (ISMP). ISMP
is an independent nonprofit agency that works
closely with United States Pharmacopeia (USP)
and FDA in analyzing medication errors, near
misses, and potentially hazardous conditions
as reported by pharmacists and other practitioners. ISMP then
makes appropriate contacts with companies and regulators,
gathers expert opinion about prevention measures, then pub-
lishes its recommendations. If you would like to report a prob-
lem confidentially to these organizations, go to the ISMP Web site
(www.ismp.org) for links with USP, ISMP, and FDA. Or call 1-800/
23-ERROR to report directly to the USP-ISMP Medication
Errors Reporting Program. ISMP address: 1800 Byberry Rd,
Huntingdon Valley, PA 19006. Phone: 215/947-7797. E-mail:
ismpinfo@ismp.org.

Over the past several years, there have been a number of
reports where children have swallowed or choked on hypo-
dermic syringe caps that were overlooked by parents and
left on the syringes administering the medication. In 2001,
a 5-month-old child asphyxiated when a cap from a Becton
Dickinson 3 ml hypodermic syringe ejected into his throat
during medication administration. In this case, a pediatrician
provided the parents with the hypodermic syringe (without
the needle) to administer Vantin® (cefpodoxime) suspension.
With the cap intact, the father inserted the syringe into the
Vantin, pulled back the plunger, and the medication flowed
into the syringe. To him, the cap appeared to be part of the
syringe. When he placed the syringe containing the medica-
tion into the baby’s mouth, the cap flew off and became lodged
in his airway. The baby was taken to the hospital where a
procedure was performed to remove the cap; however, he
did not survive.

Despite these reports, the mother of a 9-month-old child
recently notified the Institute for Safe Medication Practices
about a near fatal experience involving her child. Her com-
munity pharmacist gave her a parenteral syringe (without
the needle) to help her accurately measure and administer
an oral rehydration liquid for her daughter. Unfortunately,
the pharmacist’s good intention resulted in patient harm. The
mother was unaware that the syringe tip held a small, trans-
lucent cap; however, despite this, she was able to withdraw
the oral liquid. Then as she administered the liquid, the cap
on the end of the syringe ejected and became lodged in the
child’s throat, causing airway obstruction. Fortunately, the
child recovered.

Although parenteral syringes are not designed for oral
administration, health care practitioners may provide them
to patients or caregivers to measure oral liquids without
realizing how dangerous this practice may be. Some syringe
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LiVING OUE-OF-SEALe ... eeeseeseeees 1,507

By Gender

By Age

Less Than 30 Years Old.........ccreenenneneeneeneeneeeesseee e 460

30-39 YEArS Old......cooveveeeeeeeeeereee e 1,188

40-49 YEAIS Old.......ouieeeiiiieiieireieeine e 953

50-59 YEArS Old.......c.ovverrirrirerirerieereemeeseeseessesse e 1,381

60 Years Old and ADOVE ... 1,125
Pharmacy Technicians

Total Number Licensed by Board ..........cococeeeneereeneeneeneeneennns 4,508
Pharmacy Interns

Total Number Licensed by Board ............cooeneeneeneeneeneereienceneenns 969
Pharmacies

Total Pharmacies Licensed in Oklahoma.........ccccocovvneennes 1,520

By Type

ChartabIe........ceo et 26

[ 01571 - | O RTP 94

Hospital Drug ROOM...........ocniiererreeneireeeeeneeesseeseesesssessssseeeens 77

Retail

Nonresident (OUL-0F-State).........ccoeueureureereereereeneereeeeseeseeseenees 438

By Chain

CVS/PRAIMACY .....oveieiiireireieereireeseeseiseesessessssesse e ssssssssssses

DrUg Mart ... s
Drug Warehouse
Homeland.................

MAYS DIUG ...t
MEA-X DIUG ...t eseesesseeseasessssessesse s ssssssssssnssns
Reasor’s

Pharmaceutical Manufacturers/Wholesalers/Packagers
Total Facilities Licensed in Oklahoma.........cccccovevevevvvevnnns 1,272
By Type
In-State Medical Gas DiStributor .............ccvreenenerecneineisiinennns 152

Out-of-State Medical Gas Distributor
In-State Medical Gas SUPPHIEN .........cc.ccevevereirenrseeseeesees
Out-of-State Medical Gas Supplier ...
In-State Manufacturer...............
Out-of-State Manufacturer ....... .
IN-State PaCKAGE........cccveveieicireserssssse s
OUt-0F-State PaCKAGET .......cvevererrereeereereiseenctsssneseesesseseessesessessssnsses
IN-State WHOIESAIET .........coveeirereiieee e
Out-of-State WhHOIESaIET ..........ccovevvieriesiessesse s

Reminder

Board rules require that all registrants (pharmacists, technicians, and
interns) notify the Board in writing within ten (10) days of a change of
address or employment. Also, pharmacist licenses and technician permits
are now renewed according to birth month. If you do not receive arenewal
prior to expiration, it is your responsibility to contact the Board. It is
crucial that we have your current correct address on Fle at the Board.

Oklahoma Pharmacists Helping Pharmacists

If you or a pharmacist you care about is suffering from chemical
dependency, there is a solution. OPHP is readily available for help.
Pharmacists in Oklahoma, Texas, and Louisiana may call the OPHP
Help Line at 1-800/260-7574 ext 5. All calls are confdential.

Let Us Hear from You

The Board welcomes your comments and questions. You may
mail them to the Oklahoma State Board of Pharmacy, 4545 Lincoln
Blvd, Ste 112, Oklahoma City, OK 73105, fax us at 405/521-3758
or e-mail us at pharmacy@pharmacy.ok.gov. Visit our Web site at
www.pharmacy.ok.gov.

This publication, printed by the National Association of Boards of Pharmacy Foun-
dation, Inc is issued by the Oklahoma State Board of Pharmacy as authorized by Title
59 0.S. 353.7. Six thousand four hundred one (6,401) copies have been prepared and
distributed at a cost of $2,252.21. Copies have been deposited with the Publications
Clearinghouse of the Oklahoma Department of Libraries. [74 O.S. 2001 § 3105(B)]
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The Oklahoma State Board of Pharmacy News is published by the Okla-
homa State Board of Pharmacy and the National Association of Boards of
Pharmacy Foundation, Inc, to promote voluntary compliance of pharmacy
and drug law. The opinions and views expressed in this publication do not
necessarily refect the offcial views, opinions, or policies of the Founda-
tion or the Board unless expressly so stated.

Bryan H. Potter - State News Editor

Carmen A. Catizone, MS, RPh, DPh - National News Editor
& Executive Editor

Larissa Doucette - Editorial Manager
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