Published to promote voluntary compliance of pharmacy and drug law.

Governor Lynch Signs Collaborative

Pharmacy Practice Act

Members and offcers of the New Hampshire Society of Health-
System Pharmacists gathered at the State House in Concord, NH,
recently to witness the offcial signing of HB 115 by Governor
John Lynch.

Left to Right: Marylou Kosmatka, PharmD; Dave LaCoste,
PharmD; Deborah Saine, MS, RPh; Paul Boisseau, RPh;
Representative Fran Wendelboe (with granddaughter), sponsor
of HB 115; Dave DePiero, MS, RPh; Governor John Lynch; Jeff
Spray, PharmD; Kristine Willett, PharmD; and John Brown,
PharmD.

HB 115 amended the defhnition of the “practice of pharmacy”
to mean “. . . the professional acts performed by a pharmacist
and shall include the interpretation and evaluation of prescription
orders; the administration, compounding, dispensing, labeling and
distribution of drugs and devices; the participation in drug selection
and drug-related device selection; drug evaluation; utilization
or regimen review; the monitoring of drug therapy and use;
medication therapy management [MTM] in accordance with
collaborative pharmacy practice agreements; the proper and
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safe storage and distribution of drugs and devices, and the proper
maintenance of proper records; the responsibility of advising, when
necessary or when regulated, of therapeutic values, hazards, and
use of drugs and devices; and the offering of performing these
acts, services, operations, or transactions necessary in the conduct,
operation, management, and control of pharmacy.”

The new law also defnes “collaborative pharmacy practice,”
“collaborative pharmacy practice agreement,” and “medication
therapy management,” which means the review of medication
therapy regimens of patients by a pharmacist for the purpose of
evaluating and rendering advice to a practitioner, or evaluating
and modifying the medication regimen in accordance with the
collaborative pharmacy practice agreement. Decisions involving
MTM shall be made in the best interest of the patient. MTM shall
be limited to:

a. Implementing, modifying, and managing medication therapy
according to the terms of the collaborative pharmacy practice
agreement;

b. Collecting and reviewing patient histories within the context of
needs for pharmacy practice;

c. Obtaining and checking vital signs, such as pulse, temperature,
blood pressure, and respiration;

d. Ordering laboratory tests as specifically set out in the
collaborative pharmacy practice agreement between the
pharmacist and the attending practitioner that are specifc to
the medication or protocol-driven;

e. Formulating a medication treatment plan that will be shared
with the patient’s attending practitioner;

f. Monitoring and evaluating the patient’s response to therapy,
including safety and effectiveness;

g. Performing a comprehensive medication review, in conjunction
with the attending practitioner, to identify, resolve, and prevent
medication-related problems, including adverse drug events;

h. Documenting the care delivered and, if applicable,
communicating essential information to the patient’s other
health care providers; and

i. Providing education and training designed to enhance
patient understanding and the appropriate use of his or her
medications.

Standards for collaborative pharmacy practice include, in part,
that in order for a pharmacist to participate he or she shall:

a. Hold an unrestricted and current license to practice as a
pharmacist in New Hampshire.

b. Have at least $1,000,000 of professional liability insurance
coverage.
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c. Have earned a doctor of pharmacy degree or completed
three years of institutional clinical experience as a licensed
pharmacist.

d. Complete at least five contact hours or 0.5 continuing
education (CE) units of Board-approved CE each year. Such
CE shall address the area or areas of practice generally
related to the collaborative pharmacy practice agreement or
agreements. The CE hours may be applied to the requirements
for licensure as a pharmacist in this state.

e. In order to administer drugs by injection, have completed
training that includes programs approved by the Accreditation
Council for Pharmacy Education (ACPE) or curriculum-based
programs from an ACPE-accredited college of pharmacy
or state or local health department programs or programs
recognized by the Board.

Although the new law limits collaborative pharmacy practice
to hospitals, long-term care facilities, licensed inpatient and
outpatient hospice settings, and ambulatory care clinics with
on-site supervision by
the attending practitioner
and with a collaborating
pharmacist who has no
connection to any on-
site retail pharmacy,
the Board anticipates a
future legislative request
to expand collaborative
pharmacy practice to certain
community pharmacies.

To view the entire text
)| of this new law, go to
| the Board’s Web site at
www.nh.gov/pharmacy and
click on Collaborative Practice. The Board will begin working
on rules to implement collaborative pharmacy practice and MTM
in the fall.

New NH Laws & Rules Law Book

An updated Law Book was recently mailed to all New
Hampshire pharmacies. The three-ring blue binder includes four
tabbed sections (NH RSA 318; NH RSA 318-B; Rules [Ph]; and
Notices, Protocols, Advisories).
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The new format will allow for the Board to issue new and/or
replacement pages as the laws and rules are amended. Already,
new pages are being prepared to refect changes resulting from
the recently concluded legislative session.

All New Hampshire licensed pharmacies are required to have
a current copy of the New Hampshire Pharmacy Law Book
available in the prescription department (Ph 702.07). If you
are the pharmacist-in-charge, please check to assure that this
publication is available at your pharmacy. If not, call the Board
603/271-7842 for a replacement.

An electronic version of the Law Book is also available at the
Board’s Web site: www.nh.gov/pharmacy.

The Combat Methamphetamine
Epidemic Act of 2005

Since New Hampshire has not enacted any local laws/restrictions
relative to the over-the-counter sale of methamphetamine
precursor products (eg, pseudoephedrine, ephedrine, and
phenylpropanolamine), pharmacists practicing in New
Hampshire must follow the federal laws and Drug Enforcement
Administration guidelines. Awell organized summary of the Act’s
provisions can be found at the National Association of Chain
Drug Stores Web site (www.nacds.org). Click on “Government
Affairs” then to the right sidebar “Methamphetamine Precursor
Laws” for the latest information.
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