Published to promote voluntary compliance of pharmacy and drug law.

Board Mourns Loss of Carl L. Limbaugh

Carl L. Limbaugh, age 81, died September 29, 2001. Hewasa
retired lieutenant from the Birmingham Police Department with
27 years of service and adrug inspector with the Alabama State
Board of Pharmacy for 25 years.

Mr Limbaugh wasamember of the Veterans of Foreign Wars,
lifetime member of the Fraternal Order of Police Lodge#1, Ala-
bama Peace Officers’ Association, and the Birmingham Chapter
of the Battle of the Bulge. Hislast two yearswith the city of Bir-
mingham were on assignment with the Federal Government Drug
Task Force, United Narcotic Drug Operations. He served in World
War |1 and was awarded five battle stars. Hewasthefirst recipient
of the Distinguished Service Award for Top I nspector by the Na-
tional Association of Boards of Pharmacy® and was recognized
by the state senate of Alabamafor hisoutstanding achievements.

Survivorsinclude hiswife of 61 years, Doris; one son, Mick;
one daughter, Connie; three grandsons; one great-grandson, and
one great-granddaughter.

Mr Limbaugh always had a smile on his face and a kind
word for everyone with whom he came in contact. The Board
of Pharmacy is honored to have worked with such a profes-
sional and caring man.

Our love and deepest sympathy goes out to his wife and
family.

Jackson “Jack” A. Como Appointed to

Alabama State Board of Pharmacy

Jackson A. Como, PharmD, has been appointed to afive-year
term on the Alabama State Board of Pharmacy effective January
1, 2002. Hereplaces Tom Alford.

Jack isthe director of Therapeutic Policy Management at the
University of AlabamaHospital (UAH) Department of Pharmacy.
He earned his bachelor of science and doctor of pharmacy de-
greesfrom Auburn University in 1978 and 1983 respectively. He
hasbeen actively involved in hospital pharmacy practicesince 1979
but has specialized in the provision of drug information services
since 1983 when he accepted aposition as staff pharmacist at the
Drug Information Serviceat UAH. During histenurein the Drug
Information Service, he has been responsible for providing and
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assuring the provision of afull range of information services in-
cluding formulary management, quality assurance of drug therapy,
and education of pharmacy residents and post-graduate students.
He has authored severa publications in peer-reviewed jour-
nalsin addition to more than 100 drug monographs and articles
for the Pharmacy and Therapeutics Committee. Jack isamem-
ber of the American Society of Health-System Pharmacists and
the state hospital pharmacy association, Alabama Society of
Health-System Pharmacists. Jack was born in Birmingham.

Technician Registration

During this calendar year, it has come to the attention of the
Alabama State Board of Pharmacy that there are numeroustech-
nicianswho were previoudly registered with the Board but failed
to renew their registration in 2000 and/or 2001 and continued to
work in pharmacies. In fact, some were not registered with the
Board at all but worked as pharmacy technicians.

Code of Alabama 1975, Title 34 Chapter 23, Practice of Phar-
macy Act 205, 834-23-131. Supervision- Regidration, readsin part:

2(a) A pharmacy technician shal not perform pharmacy func-

tionsor be present in the prescription department of aphar-

macy unless he or she is under the direct supervision of a

licensed pharmacist. A phar macy technician shall not per -

form pharmacy functionsor bepresent in theprescrip-
tion department of a pharmacy unless he or sheis
registered by the Board.

Furthermore, Rule 680-X-2-.12, Supervising Pharmacist (4)(1),
readsin part:

Thesupervising phar macist shall insure compliancewith

the provision of the Pharmacy Practice Act, Rules of the

Alabama State Board of Pharmacy, and the Controlled Sub-

stances Act.

The Board urges al technicians, pharmacists, and those who
hold apharmacy permit to ensure that only duly licensed pharma-
cists or technicians who are registered with the Board perform
any pharmacy function and only those previously mentioned may
be present in the pharmacy department.

Effective January 1, 2002, in addition to penalties assessed
against technicians who do not hold a current registration and
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Continued from page 1
are allowed to work, the Board will also hold the supervising
pharmacist and the permit holder responsible and subject to dis-
ciplinary action.
Substitution of Drugs

The Board of Pharmacy continues to receive complaints from
physicians who write prescriptions and sign them “ dispense as
written” but find their patients are dispensed a generic drug.

Complaints have been received from an ophthal mol ogist who
performscorneal transplants. On numerous occasions, hispatients
have returned to hisoffice after surgery with more edemathan he
felt they should have. After checking the patients' prescription
bottle, he continually found that although hewrote aprescription
for Pred Forte “ dispense as written,” the prescription was being
filled with generic 1% prednisolone acetate. Severa “warning”
noti ces have been issued regarding substitution, but, unfortunately,
thishas not solved the problem. Therefore, the only alternativeis
to file administrative charges against the pharmacist(s), who will
berequired to appear beforethe Board at an administrative hearing.

Reminder
Effective January 1, 2002, Rule 680-X-2-.14, TheRole of Tech-
niciansin Pharmaciesin Alabama, has been amended, in part, as
follows:
10(a) Ev harmacy technician registered by the Alabama
State Board of Pharmacy shall, prior to reregistration, ob-
tain three (3) hours of continuing education annually, one
hour of which must be“live’ continuing education.

Midrin Rescheduled

Theactiveingredientin Midrin® wasplaced in ScheduleV by
the Drug Enforcement Administration effective August 16, 2001.
Therefore, according to Alabama law, it automatically became
scheduled in Alabamaon September 16, 2001. The State Board of
Health voted to scheduleit on September 19, 2001.

Inspection of Drug Profiles
Almost onadaily basis, the Board of Pharmacy iscontactedin

regard to who hasthe authority to view * patient drug profiles.” In
addition to theinvestigators of the Alabama State Board of Phar-

macy, law enforcement agencies are entitled to inspect prescrip-
tionfilesin every pharmacy in Alabama.

Code of Alabama 1975, Title 20 Chapter 2, Alabama Uni-
form Controlled Substances Act 1407, 820-2-91, I nspection
of stocks of controlled substances and prescriptions, or-
ders, etc, required by chapter; disclosure of information
as to the prescriptions, orders, etc, by enforcement per-
sonnel, (a) reads:

Prescriptions, orders and records required by this chapter
and stocks of controlled substances enumerated in Sched-
ulesl, I, 111, 1V and V shall be open for inspection only to
federal, state, county and municipal officers, theinvesti-
gatorstotheboard of dental examiners, and the agents
and officer sof thedepartment of public safety whoseduty
itisto enforcethelaws of this state or of the United States
relating to controlled substances.

Alabama State Board of Pharmacy'’s

Web Site

The Alabama State Board of Pharmacy’sWeb site containsall
the pharmacy laws, formsfor registration, and other pertinent in-
formation, which we hopewill be useful to pharmacists, techni-
cians, and permit holders. Our Web site address is
www.albop.com.
Do You Know a Pharmacist Who

Needs Help?

Call the Committee on Rehabilitating Impaired Pharmacists
(CORIP) help line and leave a message in the voice mailbox of
Steve Moore at 205/975-8548. All calls are confidential.
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